GCSE Writing:
The Orwell Prize, Autumn 2024
In our GCSE writing course this autumn we will be following the Orwell Writing Prize program, thinking about how to craft our own writing in response to the prize and thinking about the techniques, styles and ways of thinking we can glean from the process. The first four weeks will be creative writing, the second four weeks with be non-fiction and our final two lessons will feature a writing workshop and a mock exam. At the end the students will then be encouraged to enter the competition, using all they have learned over the previous weeks to help them write a compelling piece of either creative or non-fiction writing.
https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-youth-prize/ 
Lessons 1-4: Creative Writing
In these lessons we will look at responses to the creative part of the Orwell Prize’s past papers, reading the work of past winners and looking at the myriad prompts and genres utilised. We will think about the relationship between short story writing and reflecting on wider societal themes and concerns. We will workshop past prompts, learn new techniques, consider the way theme plays into it and discuss the different forms such writing can take.  
Lesson 2: Non-Fiction Writing
In these lessons we will look at the non-fiction part of the prize, thinking about the ways in which this Prize encourages all kinds of writing, enabling students to consider responding to the prompt in the form of “journalism, essays, short stories, reviews, letters, blog posts, poems, plays and even video game design concepts are all welcome.” We will look at winners, runners up, think about the issues explore and brainstorm our own responses both individually and in groups. 
Week 9: Writing Workshop  
In this lesson the students will have a workshopping and revision week, giving them the chance to work on any areas they feel they would benefit from focusing on and allowing them space to brainstorm pieces and responses together. The students will practice some writing exercises, thinking about how to incorporate these into their lives, and will have a chance to workshop and peer-evaluate their work. 
Week 10: Mock Exam 
This lesson will be a mock exam to help test the students’ skills, enabling them to showcase all they have learnt about writing over the past nine sessions. They will be asked to complete mock writing paper under timed conditions, answering both a creative and a non-fiction prompt. They will have their exam graded and returned to them after the lesson and can use these mocks to track their progress and work out their strengths and areas of improvement in writing. They should aim to use as many different advanced writing techniques, high-level vocab examples and interesting structural devices as possible- all of which we will have covered in the preceding weeks. 
