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For our classes together over the autumn term, we will be focusing every two weeks on a different style of writing, looking at famous works written in that style/ form/ genre and learning how to both analyse and emulate the conventions of each style. The two-week structure enables students to study each genre in greater depth, helping them to explore nuances within the genres themselves and giving them a greater opportunity to experiment with form and style. Within each lesson we will consider literary techniques, structure, writer’s voice and other key elements of writing, whilst also completing vocabulary exercises to encourage the class to expand their lexical range. There will also be a writing workshop and a final mock exam where the students will have a chance to practice and receive feedback on different ways of writing creatively, experimenting with new ideas and advanced writing styles. These lessons will finally expand the students’ knowledge of classic works of literature and classic authors encouraging them to broaden their horizons with what they read and how they write, so the students will be able to dip into whole new ways of thinking about literature, language and art. 

Lessons 1 & 2: Play Writing 
In our first pair of lessons, we will focus on playwriting, starting in lesson one with considering the key elements and structure of a play. The students will learn what separates drama from prose, thinking about what can and cannot be communicated in the same way when working from a script. We will discuss the work of famous playwrights such as Shakespeare, Arthur Miller and Oscar Wilde, thinking about the ways in which they have shaped our understanding of the format and style of playwriting. In these lessons we will also consider specialist dramatic techniques, such as dramatic irony, dramatic conflict, lighting/sound design, stage directions and staging- delving into the ancient Greek notions of tragedy and comedy to help create a framework with which they can work. The students will be encouraged to think outside of the box in how they frame their own play scripts, completing some drama exercises in order to understand the genre of drama more fully. The main skills we will be learning in playwriting are to do with how to create and sustain dramatic tension, the role of conflict in creative writing, and how to play with format and style in their writing.

Lessons 3 & 4: Poetry Writing 
In our second pair of lessons, we will be looking at the genre and tradition of poetry writing, considering the myriad of different poetic styles and considering which best suit the students’ passions and ideas. We will consider the importance of features such rhythm and meter, symbolism and ‘economy of language’, using the work of famous poets to study what actually makes a poem a poem and how we can define what poetry truly is. The students will be given the opportunity to write using multiple different poetic forms (limericks, sonnets, free-form, haiku) and will also complete work on writing based on character and theme. Finally, we will focus closely on symbolism and how it functions, encouraging the class to think about how they can use symbolism to interpret the world around them and expanding these skills into their writing. The main skills we will be learning in poetry writing are to do with the importance of figurative language, using themes effectively & creatively, using symbolism & metaphor in writing, and how to use perspective in a complex and powerful way.  

Lesson 5 & 6: Speech Writing
In our third pair of lessons, we will focus on speech writing and why speeches are such a powerful and important method of communication in persuasive and creative writing. The students will begin by considering the question of why the spoken word is important, and what it both adds and detracts from the written. We will discuss famous speeches, such as Sojourner Truth’s Ain’t I A Woman, thinking about how speeches can be both poetic, political and philosophical all at once. In these lessons we will also consider rhetorical and persuasive devices, decoding speeches by prolific speech writers such as Nelson Mandela in order to enable the students to create their own rhetorical voice. We will consider the kinds of ideas that speeches often revolve around and look at how speeches are not always used for honest purposes, considering how rhetorical language can obscure and twist the truth by some orators. Finally, we will consider other examples of the spoken word- i.e., spoken word poetry- and compare these styles of writing to script writing. The main skills we will be learning in script writing are to do with how to structure and utilise the voice of the powerful effectively, how to combine poetry with persuasive writing and how writing changes when it is designed to be spoken aloud. 

Lessons 7 & 8: Short-Story Writing 
In our fourth set of lessons, we will be focusing on short story writing, thinking about how to condense a story into short-form and working on the ways in which plot and pacing can be used to this end. We will consider the importance of strong, intriguing characters in a short story where they have less time to develop and use some famous examples as inspiration such as in Roald Dahl’s short stories for adults. We will also look at how short a short story can be- studying Ernest Hemmingway’s famous six-word story designed to make the reader cry, which the class will have a chance to emulate. The class will be asked to consider different styles of plot development, considering diverse hooks and where to place the climax of a short story, whilst also being introduced to the importance of minimalism in terms of setting (i.e., locked room mysteries). Finally the class will learn how to line edit, a particularly important skill when working with a limited word count. The main skills we will be learning through short-story writing are to do with the importance of timing and pace in writing, how to play with the narrative arc of a story, the importance of creating strong, vivid characters, how to use dialogue to support pace and how to line edit. 

Lessons 9: Writing Workshop  
This lesson takes all of what the students have learnt over the past few weeks and aims to teach them how to self-evaluate by workshopping a piece of writing of their own. Using a piece the students have written in the past for homework, this class will comb through every part of their work and encourage the class not only to evaluate their own ideas but also to give positive feedback and constructive criticism for the work of their peers. It teaches them how to use a mark scheme effectively, goes over how to proof-read under time pressure, and most importantly gets them to recognise what it most important to focus on when evaluating writing of both a creative and persuasive kind. They will also get to spend time re-formulating their work to make them the best they can possibly be, using the feedback from their classmates and their own self-evaluation to inspire a new approach to their work- which is particularly good practice in terms of learning the importance of re-drafting. Finally, we will also focus on planning processes, considering what to include in a plan and how to get the most out of the time in an exam, in preparation for the mock exam in lesson 10. The students will have the opportunity to ask any questions they like about writing and will be encouraged to work around the genres they feel least comfortable with in order to help push their work into an even higher bracket. 

Lesson 10: Mock Exam
This lesson will contain a mock exam to help test the students’ skills, enabling them to showcase all they have learnt about writing over the past nine sessions. They will be asked to complete a thirty-minute exam under timed conditions, which we will then go through step by step as a class. They will have their exam graded and returned to them after the lesson and can use these mocks to track their progress and work out their strengths and areas of improvement in writing. This lesson is designed to consolidate their knowledge and to help them get used to the format of writing in exams. They should aim to use as many different advanced writing techniques, high-level vocab examples and interesting structural devices as possible- all of which we will have covered in the preceding weeks. 

