Adventure through short poetry

Dan met a small smelly (lovely sibilance!) fox,
it was curled up in a small box.
He caught the whiff but didn’t care,
when it messed his house he didn't flare.  (such a great rhyme scheme!)
As the fox began to grow older,
Dan told him that he couldn’t stay for much longer. (your rhyme scheme slightly drops here, maybe something like, ‘and as the winter’s became colder’ would work better)
The house was too small for a fox on the loose,
but to let the fox back in the wild might have some use. (the rhythm is stunted in some places, I think this line would flow better as, ‘but to let the fox wild might have some use.’ Read aloud to help with this!)

As he walked through the bog,
he found small hopeless puppies and a dog.
He helped them up
and fed the pups. (I love these shorter lines!)
As the dogs began to grow older,
Dan told them they couldn’t stay longer. (such a great repeated phrase, so good)
With more puppies in the house,
it wouldn’t be as quiet as a mouse. (I really like the narrative you’ve built through this poem)

Dan loves animals big or small,
but he doesn’t have enough space for it all.
It breaks his heart to see them go,
but what they might find next, you never know. (a bittersweet ending, I love it)

What Went Well:
-Your rhyme scheme throughout is really lovely, Thea! You only slip up slightly on it once, but overall it’s consistent, and I see where you’ve specifically chosen words to fit the scheme!
-I love that you’ve managed to create a narrative throughout your poem, as this can often be quite hard, but you’ve so successfully done this. It’s engaging and exciting, and the end is so bittersweet!
-I like when you vary your line length in a way that really works with the rhythm, with ‘he helped them up, and fed the pups’. This line stands out, and is a really wonderful variation! You also vary the stanza length to four lines at the end, which is a really lovely structural choice. Well done!

Even Better If…:
-Occasionally your rhythm drops, where you use a few too many syllables in a line. I’ve changed round the phrasing in places where this happens, so you can see how to change parts to fit. Reading aloud while you write will also help with this, as you will find that natural rhythm and see clearly where it slips.
-I would love to see you challenging yourself to use figurative language (similes, metaphors or personification) in your poetry. This is a real challenge, so would be super impressive! It would really enhance your writing and show a depth of skill that I know you’re capable of 
-I really like your storyline, however I would have liked even more to see you take on this ‘adventure’ theme, just like Ogden Nash’ poem, and maybe include some fantastical characters or locations! It’s just a suggestion, but I feel it would have been even more thrilling!

