Why should your idol win the ‘2020 Most Influential’ prize?

Lewis Hamilton is someone I have idolized. I have idolised him because I think that he has changed the world. He has motivated lots of young people to become like him. Lewis Hamilton is a professional formula one driver. He has won lots of awards. He has even poised to win his seventh Formula One championship this season! [A beautiful introduction!] [make sure that you mention the award that people will be voting on!]

But, one thing that is stopping him is because of his skin colour. He has had people criticise him because of that. But, as he is resilient and strong willing he has stood up to them and proven them wrong. He is the only Black driver in NASCAR’s top level. [I love that you’re taking a social justice viewpoint on this, very good!] He is only 35 which is young enough to win more medals. As Hamilton is the only black person this means more to me. He as he received various of criticization [amounts of criticism]. But Lewis isn’t stopping what he is dreaming about, just because people are saying he is black. But, Lewis Hamilton is winning every week and with his teammate, Sebastian Vettel, the Mercedes are unstoppable. His ability to capitalize [lovely vocabulary!] on every opportunity to use his platform to drive out racism is more than just a model for race-car drivers and other athletes. He is an idol for everyone. He will pick you up from your chair and stare at the screen as he wins another title and breaks another record. [lovely direct address] One of his quotes is “You just need to be accepted for who you are and be proud of who you are and that is what I am trying to do.” [a beautiful choice of quote!] This is very moving because I know that I am proud of who I am and so are you, but loads of people are not proud of who they are because they get bullied because of lots of things like for the colour of their skin and some even get bullied because the way they talk. 

As you can see this is why I have idolised Lewis Hamilton. As he is brave, determined and also he has encouraged lots of people to drive formula one cars. I hope that you will agree with me. 
What Went Well:
-I love that you based this on Hamilton’s experience of racism, as it gives the speech a real sense of drive, and a feeling that it is about more than just Hamilton himself.
-You use some very high-level vocabulary, such as ‘capitalise’, which makes you sound very knowledgeable.
-Your structure is great, with a clear introduction, main paragraph, and conclusion.
Even Better If…:
-I would love to see you acknowledge more that this speech is to do with an awards show, as you are trying to get your audience to vote, so mentioning what they are voting for would be amazing.
-I would love to see you using even more of a range of persuasive techniques, such as rhetorical questions, the power of three, and maybe even some imagery!
-I think with this one you have the potential to write another paragraph, maybe focusing on Hamilton’s career (as you mention his awards in the introduction), just to give even more reasons why he should be idolised.

