The environment. The most essential part of our and other’s lives. Without the environment, nothing will grow, and we wouldn’t be able to survive. (a really strong opening, emphasising the importance of the environment) Day by day, the environment is rapidly dying, leading to millions and millions of animals going extinct, it is almost irreversible. (I love the repetition of ‘day’ and ‘millions’, so persuasive!) As a consequence, the world would never be like what it was (I would rephrase this as, ‘the world will never be as it was’), because of us. But what can we do to help? What can you do to help?

As we all know, global warming, this devastating, disastrous, destructive (beautiful alliterative power of three!) issue that has risen through the past century is rising (I wouldn’t repeat this word, maybe say ‘worsening’) faster than ever. It is the biggest threat to our world. Throughout the last decade, it has skyrocketed faster and higher than it has ever been before. The (temperature of the) world has risen by a whole 0.7 degrees. (lovely statistic) If the world keeps going like this, it would be irreversible by 2030, and only a few years until the earth, the only planet (yet) with life, will be uninhabitable. You imagine that. (very strong)

In addition to the fact that the earth is going to be inhabitable, millions and millions of animals are dying, and even going extinct.(a fantastic topic sentence) Not only by global warming, but by us humans dumping trash (just slightly too informal, maybe ‘generating waste’). Whenever trash is dumped, if it’s not recycled, it’s only option is the wastelands, and the ocean. Plastic bags and straws are the biggest threat to our animal friends, bags can get animals tangled in, and mistaken for food, meanwhile straws can accidentally stab animals and injure them. (very compelling!) (maybe you could include a quote from an expert here?) Is this not a cause for extinction? We are harming the animals in the tens of millions.

Also, our oceans are dying. Leading on from our last point, millions of tons of non-degradable plastic waste are being thrown into the ocean. The more plastic that goes into the ocean, the more animals that are harmed, the unhealthier our ocean.(lovely power of three phrase) In the last 30 years, more than 50% of our coral reefs have already been destroyed, this is when the sea temperatures rise up too high.(again, a great statistic!) In just a few years, just like our global warming issue, it will become irreversible.(I really like that you repeat this word throughout, reminding your reader of the stakes) Adding on to that, we are also using more natural resources than it can renew.

Using more natural resources than it can renew can and will deplete the resources on earth rapidly. (nice follow on topic sentence) In the past century, we (have) already used up a massive ton of our natural resources. If we keep using the natural resources at this rate, we will need 1.7 planets to support our demands on the earth ecosystem.(another great statistic) Earth overshoot day is where we have used more natural resources than it can renew. Just think about what you use daily that requires to use up the natural resources. What can we do to stop it? (a nice direct question to your audience)

Well we can stop using single use plastic, these are the plastics that we only use once, then they get dumped into the wastelands or oceans. Examples of these include plastic straws, bags, and bottles. An alternate to this are (is using) reusable bottles, metal straws, and cotton bags. There are also many more we can do to help the earth, like walk more when we can, since cars also produce a lot of CO2, this can reduce the CO2 in our atmosphere. Every little step helps.(I really like that you’ve given these solutions)

As a conclusion, we need to help the earth. The earth is crying for help, it’s our only planet. (a powerful end, I like the personification of the earth!)

What Went Well:
-You speak so strongly throughout this, using many persuasive techniques. You have used an abundance of direct addresses, including rhetorical questions. You have also used the power of three a few times, some very imperative language, and even personification. These techniques all come together to create a powerful voice.

-You’ve used some brilliant statistics, such as the one about the amount of coral reef that has been destroyed in recent years. These let your reader know that you are well-researched and know exactly what you’re talking about. They also serve to shock slightly, which is always very compelling!

-Your essay structure overall is brilliant, and it flows wonderfully. You have leading sentences from one paragraph into the topic sentences of the next, clear themes to each paragraph and you make a point, evidence it and then explain clearly.

Even Better If…:
-I would love to see you move further than statistics, and perhaps include a few expert quotes in your writing. These would further back up your claims, and make it seem that you have science on your side of the argument. These can be found online, or you could even make one up as this is, after all, a creative writing task. Something like, ‘Dr. Alexander, a key researcher in the fight for marine preservation, states that, ‘….’.

-There are some moments where I have slightly rephrased or reworded something for you. Make sure that you proof-read your work thoroughly, maybe even reading aloud to yourself, to ensure that your writing flows naturally. For example, where you repeat the word ‘rising’, it stilts the paragraph slightly, and so changing one of those repetitions to ‘worsening’ improves it. Proof-reading takes no time at all and makes all the difference!

-You use a very powerful piece of personification at the end of your piece, but I would love to see this just a few more times throughout. Any imagery, such as a metaphor or simile, would heighten the standard of this amazing piece of work just that bit further. Remember, at the core, this is a creative writing task, and so you must use all of the creative writing techniques available to you. Imagery is brilliant one to always remember!


