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GL

- GL exams are split by subject (English, maths, verbal reasoning 
and non-verbal reasoning)

- GL exam papers tend to last 45 minutes

- English included comprehension, Grammar & Punctuation

- Maths (Short maths and words Problems)

- VR ( codes, hidden words, sequences, reordering, Logic)

- Non verbal reasoning & Spatial reasoning

- Reading Comprehension/Verbal Reasoning/Technical 
English: 50%

- Maths: 25%

- Non-Verbal Reasoning/Spatial Reasoning: 25%

Exam Board
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CEM

- CEM exam papers do not separate subjects by paper. 
Commonly one paper tests English and verbal reasoning skills, 
maths and non-verbal reasoning skills. Exam papers are broken 
into sections which may, for example, move from short maths to 
non-verbal questions to worded problems. 

- Each section is timed

- 50% VR, 30% Maths and 20% NVR.

- VR included Synonyms, Antonyms, Word associations, Odd one 
out, Cloze, Comprehension.

- Maths (Short maths and Multipart maths)

- Non verbal reasoning ( Series, Matrixes, Odd one Out, 
Similarities, Nets Cube, 3D)

CSSE, Sutton

- Maths, English and Creative writing



11+ Material
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Online Platform
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Comprehension



Comprehension
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How do improve comprehension skills?

‘Read out’ the context, no skimming or scanning

When you read out the context (with the mouth opening but 
silently), you are able to visualize the character’s feelings, 
actions and the environment. This will help you understand 
more about the context.

Do not memorise the context

This is not a memory test. Always look back in the text to 
find the ‘evidence’, everything you need is in the context.

Annotates and underline.
This is the hardest part to get the kid to do it because they 
find it time-consuming and too much hassle, but this is the 
most effective way to ensure you don’t choose the wrong 
answer.

Do not be scared of the ‘BIG’ word

When you come across tricky words, do not be afraid of it. 
Read the text around it, and it will help you to understand 
the context.



Comprehension
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Annotation

Numbering 

Underline the information/clue/ evidence to 
help to locate the answer

54
3

7
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• It becomes a habit to a child to 
find the clue from the context for 
every question.

• It helps the parent to understand 
what’s the problem when the 
kid’s answer is wrong. 



Comprehension
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Common mistakes
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Most of the kids only see the words : ‘synonym 
of ‘conflagration’, and miss out the most 
important information :‘NOT’.

This information may be ‘forgotten’ by the kids 
if they skim or scan and answer the question 
by memory

1
1

4
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Where is Van Diemen’s land?
Clue 1

Which part of the world 
is having summer in 
November?

Clue 2

General knowledge is required



Comprehension
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Reading practice : Classic Text

• Make it fun! Act if you like to!

• Analyse each lines and 
paragraph

Synonyms practice
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Maths:



Maths
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• Underline or circle the important 
information

• Revise the wrong questions 

• Work on the weak areas

• Analyse what is the best method to solve 
the maths problem 

How do you improve your maths accuracy?



Maths
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Common Mistakes



Techniques
A

B

C

Area = (90x60)-(400+300)
         =4700km2

20x20=400

10x30=300

Y=40

X= 40

Z=60

Area = A + B + C
        = 2400 + 800 + 1500
        = 4700km2
             



Techniques Interior angles = (4 x180)/6
                         = 720/6
                         = 120o

exterior angles = (360/6)
          = 60o

Interior = 180 – exterior angle
             = 120o

Please find the interior angle of hexagon.



Techniques

A classroom has the dimension shown. Find the area of the four walls.

Method 2:
Area of four walls = 2((8x2) + (5x2))
                              = 2(16+10)

              = 52 m2

Method 3:
Area of four walls   = lateral surface area
                           = perimeter of the base x height
                         = 2(8+5) x 2
                                = 52 m 2

Method 1 :
Area of four walls = (8x2) + (5x2) + (8x2) + (5x2)
                              = 16 + 10 +16 + 10
                              = 52 m 2
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Non verbal



Non verbal 
Reasoning
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Common mistake

• Due to the time constraint, children tend to overlook the details. 

• Example : Children always rush when come to easy the question. They are not willing to spend few seconds to analyse the 
rules/changes but straight away pick an answer. Most careless children will probably choose A.  

• Hints: Before you choose A, look at other options (B,C,D,E) if any of them similar to the one you chose, but slightly different in one 
element? If yes, look back what cause the different, then you might realise you have over look the shading, and the correct answer is 
D

x /



Non verbal 
Reasoning
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Net cubes

• Opposite side

• The ‘C’ – clockwise



Verbal Reasonin
g
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Cloze

3

3

3

5
Hints: ‘an’

Hints: a verb

5 5

• Read the options (the given words) 
and understand its meaning (if you 
can) before you start reading the 
context.

• Analyse the sentence structure: what 
is missing in the sentence? Look for 
clues within the context.

• Reading a range of genres helps.

Hints: a noun

8

8

8



Creative writing
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Checklist

• Vocabulary
• Basic and complex sentence 
• Short sentence ( 3-4 words)
• Simile
• Alliteration
• Metaphor 
• Onomatopoeia
• Basic and advanced punctuation

Show Don’t Tell!



Test Papers
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Mock Exams
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Familiarisation 

Booklet

https://csse.org.uk/practice-material/

https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/11plus-series-11-plus-practice-papers/11plus-familiarisation-
materials/

https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/83E510760F7BA7E6FF8E16
AD5CA2BF59.pdf
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/A99D3B9D1E0FD7A3B0F2F5D81CF37D0A.pdf

https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/FAC22C37CDBB77EAAB59
A631E0AA5340.pdf

https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/39AC2A198816091E1C6B717C
9F9C1693.pdf

GL

CEM

CSSE past year papers

https://csse.org.uk/practice-material/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/11plus-series-11-plus-practice-papers/11plus-familiarisation-materials/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/11plus-series-11-plus-practice-papers/11plus-familiarisation-materials/
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/83E510760F7BA7E6FF8E16AD5CA2BF59.pdf
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/83E510760F7BA7E6FF8E16AD5CA2BF59.pdf
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/A99D3B9D1E0FD7A3B0F2F5D81CF37D0A.pdf
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/FAC22C37CDBB77EAAB59A631E0AA5340.pdf
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/FAC22C37CDBB77EAAB59A631E0AA5340.pdf
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/39AC2A198816091E1C6B717C9F9C1693.pdf
https://www.kendrick.reading.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/admissions/2021/39AC2A198816091E1C6B717C9F9C1693.pdf


Thank You!


